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Document details 
 

 
Title: Blyth Conservation Area Appraisal Consultation Report. 

 
Summary: This document sets out the public consultation undertaken by 

the Council between July and August 2012, regarding the Blyth 
Conservation Area Appraisal and management plan.  

 
 
 

Consultation summary: 
 

The Council has undertaken public consultation with local residents and property 
owners, English Heritage, Blyth Parish Council, Worksop Archaeological and Local 
Historical Society, Priories Historical Society, Nottinghamshire County Council and 
other relevant consultees. 
 
 
 
Document availability: 
 
Copies of this document are available from Bassetlaw District Council Planning 
Services. 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 This report reviews the Council’s public engagement on the Blyth Conservation 
Area Appraisal and Management Plan in July and August 2011. The report 
should be read in conjunction with the appraisal document. The Planning 
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (‘the Act’) defines 
conservation areas as: “areas of special architectural or historic interest the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance” 
(section 69 (1) a). Appraisals seek to identify the special architectural and 
historic interest of a conservation area, and thus provide a robust basis for 
development control decisions relating to those areas.  

 
1.2 Section 71 of the Act requires the Council to publish proposals for the 

preservation or enhancement of the conservation area at a public meeting. A 
meeting was duly held on the 26th July 2012 at Barnby Memorial Hall, High 
Street, Blyth. This report also considers responses from attendees of that 
meeting. 

 
1.3 Section 69 (2) of the Act requires local planning authorities to review whether 

any parts or further parts of the conservation area should be designated. A 
review of the Blyth Conservation Area boundary has been carried out by 
officers with regard to public comments and will be discussed in this report.  

 
1.4 This report has been prepared in line with advice set out in national guidance1.   
 
 

2. Blyth Conservation Area 
 
2.1 Blyth Conservation Area is an area of historic and architectural interest, a 

former market town centred around the 11th century Benedictine Priory site. The 
Conservation Area boundary was designated on the 17th October 2012, an 
enlargement of the original Conservation Area designated on the 30th January 
1978. The boundary was recently extended in line with public consultation 
responses, extensive primary and secondary research and officer 
recommendations. 

 
2.2 The Blyth Conservation Area is situated alongside the main historic 

thoroughfare of Bawtry Road/High Street, atop a promontory of higher ground 
adjacent to the River Ryton. The settlement developed around the crossroads 
of the route between Sheffield/Rotherham and Retford (now the A634) and the 
route between Bawtry and Nottingham (now the B6045/A614/A1). 

 
2.3 The present settlement contains a number of important buildings including the 

Grade I listed Parish Church of St Mary & St Martin, the former St John’s 
Hospital Chapel (grade II) and a number of 16th/17th century timber-framed 
buildings (such as White House). Blyth also contains several 18th/early-19th 
century coaching inns along the main thoroughfares. 

 

                                                
1
 English Heritage (2011) Understanding Place: Conservation Area Designation, Appraisal 

and Management. 
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2.4 Whilst Blyth lost its market function in the 18th century, its site (now known 
locally as Church Green or Market Hill) still remains to the south of the church. 
The adjacent open spaces of the churchyard (to the north) and the Village 
Green (to the south) create a setting somewhat unique in the wider area. 

 
 

3. Consultation strategy  

 
3.1 Government guidance advises that public participation should be an integral 

part of the appraisal process. It is recommended that the appraisal should be 
issued for public comment as soon as a draft is completed. A consultation 
exercise offers the opportunity for officers to be proactive and positive, raising 
the profile of heritage conservation practice. Public engagement with 
conservation issues, for example, has the potential to bring valuable 
understanding and ownership of management proposals for the area. As 
suggested in national guidance, heritage is what people value2. It is important, 
therefore, that the Council puts an appropriate consultation strategy forward. 

 
3.2 The aims of the Blyth Conservation Area Appraisal consultation strategy were 

as follows: 
 

 To inform members of the public about the appraisal document and how 
they could comment on it; 

 To seek public views on the Council’s characterisation of the conservation 
area; 

 To consider views on proposals for the preservation and enhancement of 
the area; 

 To review the Conservation Area boundary and whether it should be 
amended; 

 To facilitate a public meeting to discuss the appraisal and management 
proposals; 

 To raise the profile of Conservation Areas and provide useful advice and 
guidance to affected property owners. 

 
3.3 To achieve these aims, the following strategy was employed: 
 

 A public meeting was arranged for the 26th July 2012. The Council’s 
Conservation Team would attend;  

 The draft appraisal would be made widely available for public comment. A 
consultation period was set at 6 weeks, starting on the 12th July 2012 and 
finishing on 24th August 2012. However, further comments were received 
after this deadline, which were also taken into account;  

 An electronic copy of the draft appraisal and a questionnaire (a copy of 
which is included in the appendices) were made available on the Council’s 
website with clear signposts at www.bassetlaw.gov.uk; 

 Hard copies of the appraisal and questionnaires (including pre-paid return 
envelopes) were made available at: 

- Barnby Memorial Hall, High Street, Blyth; 
- The Parish Church of St Mary & St Martin, Blyth; 
- The Angel Inn PH, Bawtry Road, Blyth; and 
- The White Swan PH, High Street, Blyth. 

                                                
2
 English Heritage (2011) Understanding Place: Conservation Area Designation, Appraisal 

and Management. 

http://www.bassetlaw.gov.uk/
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 Hard copies were also available on request. 

 Flyers were placed in prominent positions at all of the above locations (a 
copy of which is included in the appendices); 

 Site notices were placed at 11 locations with and around the 
Conservation Area and its vicinity. A map showing these locations is 
included as appendix B. The site notices comprised 1 page, A letter to the 
general public advertising the appraisal, the public meeting and the 
consultation end date, together with a small map of the Conservation Area 
boundary; 

 Letters/emails were sent to 30 external consultees (including English 
Heritage, Blyth Parish Council, Priories Historical Society, 
Nottinghamshire County Council and The National Trust) together 
with hard copies of the Draft Appraisal where necessary. Details of the 
public meeting were outlined in the letter/email, as well as the consultation 
end date and paper/digital copies of the questionnaire and boundary 
map; 

 Similar letters were sent to all residents/businesses/organisations within 
the Conservation Area boundary and within its setting, totalling 120 
individual consultations. 

 Elected Members for Blyth were informed of the Draft Conservation Area 
Appraisal by email; 

 An advertisement was placed in the Worksop Guardian on the 13th July 
2012 (a copy of this is shown in the appendices). 

 
 

The draft appraisal document 
 
3.5 The draft appraisal document is 118 pages on A4 in colour. It contains four key 

sections: introduction, geographic and historic context, character areas and 
management plan, together with associated appendices. 

 
3.6 The appraisal contains extensive photographic material and colour maps to 

illustrate the character appraisal of the Conservation Area. 
 
3.7 The draft appraisal was printed in a limited number, but was made available 

electronically on the Council’s website (www.bassetlaw.gov.uk). Hard copies 
were available to view at the locations listed above.  

 
 

The consultation letter and questionnaire 
 
3.8 Site notices were placed at 11 prominent locations within the Conservation 

Area and around the immediate vicinity and 120 local 
households/businesses/organisations were notified in writing. In addition, each 
of the 30 external consultees were sent a letter or email (together with a 
paper/electronic copy of the appraisal and/or questionnaire where necessary). 
The site notice/consultation letter contains:  

 

 An overview of the Conservation Area Appraisal process; 

 An explanation of what is contained in the draft appraisal; 

 Directions as to the locations of copies of the draft appraisal; 

 Instructions on how to comment on the draft appraisal; 

 The deadline for comments, 24th August 2012; 

http://www.bassetlaw.gov.uk/
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 Information regarding the date, time and location of the public meeting 
(26th July 2012, Barnby Memorial Hall, 3pm-6pm). 

 
3.9 The questionnaire contains 5 questions, 4 of which had both a tick-box element 

and a space for further comments. Space for the respondent’s name, address, 
telephone number and email address was also provided for. The deadline for 
comments (24th August 2012) and the Council’s address were included, as was 
a map of the Conservation Area boundary. Question 5 also included maps of 
several other areas outside of the Conservation Area boundary which were 
considered to be of interest. The 5 questions were as follows: 

  

 Question 1: 
 What is important to you about the Blyth Conservation Area? 
 

 Question 2: 
 What do you think are the most important issues facing Blyth
 Conservation Area? 
 

 Question 3: 
 Do you feel that the following management proposals will help to preserve or 
 enhance the special character of Blyth Conservation Area? 
 

 Question 4: 
What improvements could be made to enhance the special character or 
appearance of the Blyth Conservation Area (such as lighting, street furniture, 
trees/landscaping, etc)? Are there any particular buildings or sites that you 
feel should be the focus of change? 

 

 Question 5: 
 The Conservation Team has identified 4 areas outside of the current 
Conservation Area boundary that are also considered to be of architectural or 
historic significance. Should any of these sites be included within the Blyth 
Conservation Area? 

 
3.9 A sample site notice and questionnaire is contained in the appendix. 
 
 

Public meeting 
 
3.10 Section 71 of the Act requires public meetings on Conservation Area 

management proposals to be undertaken within the area affected. A public 
meeting was held at Barnby Memorial Hall on the 26th July 2012 between 3pm 
and 6pm. This was attended by a Conservation Officer from the Planning Policy 
and Conservation Team, Bassetlaw District Council.  

 
3.11 Hard copies of the appraisal, the appraisal questionnaire and Conservation 

Area boundary maps were provided for people to consider. Other material 
provided included several historic maps and a range of historic/modern 
photographs of sites within the Conservation Area. The officer was available for 
any questions throughout the meeting.  
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4. Consultation outcomes 
 

Questionnaire 
 
4.1 The Council received a total of 10 consultation responses, including 3 

completed questionnaires. The questionnaire responses are very much in line 
with the overall responses from consultees, who on the whole are fully 
supportive of the Conservation Area and the content, analysis and aims 
contained within the draft Blyth Conservation Area Appraisal. The responses 
are looked at in more detail below. 
 

4.2 Question 1 – What is important to you about the Blyth Conservation Area? 
Respondents agreed that all of the character elements provided in the 
questionnaire were important. No further suggestions were made. 
 

4.3 Question 2 – What do you think are the most important issue facing Blyth 
Conservation Area? 
As with question 1, all respondents were in agreement with the issues put 
forward in the questionnaire. Of particular concern to residents is the impact of 
modern development, particularly the replacement of traditional windows and 
doors with PVC-u. Individual aspects which residents saw as problematic 
include highway signage, traffic congestion and parking. 

 
4.4 Question 3 – Do you feel that the following proposals will help to preserve or 

enhance the special character of the Blyth Conservation Area? 
All management proposals received strong support from all respondents. 
 

4.5 Question 4 – What improvements could be made to enhance the special 
character or appearance of the Blyth Conservation Area? Are there any 
particular buildings or sites that you feel should be the focus of change? 
Respondents raised two aspects of modern development which they saw as 
needing improvement. The first of these was street lighting and other street 
furniture, which was seen as unsympathetic with the historic setting, especially 
the concrete lighting columns from the post-war period. Secondly, respondents 
suggested the row of 1970s houses on High Street (adjacent to Archway 
Cottage) should be the focus of improvements, as that range of buildings 
detracts considerably from the surrounding historic buildings. 

 
4.6 Question 5 – The Conservation Team has identified 4 areas outside of the 

current Conservation Area boundary that are also considered to be of 
architectural or historic significance. Should any of these sites be included 
within the Conservation Area? 
All 4 areas suggested were given the respondents’ support, although the former 
parkland, the former stables and the brick boundary/kitchen garden walls were 
singled out as being particularly important to the overall character of Blyth and 
therefore in need of Conservation Area designation and protection. 
 

 
Other consultation responses 
 

4.7 Other than questionnaires, a number of letters and emails were also received in 
response to the Draft Appraisal. A total of 7 letters/emails were received, 
covering various aspects of the Draft Appraisal. 
 



 

 8 

4.8 Both Natural England and The National Trust put forward their support for the 
draft appraisal although made no specific reference to individual aspects of it. 
The Garden History Society made no comments although suggested the 
County Gardens Trust be contacted. 

 
4.9 The chairman of the Retford and District Historical and Archaeological 

Society (and member of the Worksop group) submitted comments relating to 
general historical issues within Blyth, including on various timber framed 
buildings. 

 
4.10 Detailed comments were made by staff at the Royal Museums Greenwich, 

regarding the life of Joseph Dymond, who died in 1796 and who is buried in 
Blyth churchyard. His memorial is grade II listed. 

 
4.11 Support for the appraisal was given by the Thoroton Society, with detailed 

comments made on the history of the settlement, particularly in the immediate 
post-Conquest period. 

 
4.12 Comments on the historical development of Blyth were made by a notable local 

expert in medieval and post-medieval Nottinghamshire, Michael Jones. 
Amongst his comments, he suggested that the relationship of Blyth with 
Sherwood Forest could be explored in greater detail. 
 
 
Public meeting 

 
4.13 Ten people attended the public meeting held at Barnby Memorial Hall on the 

26th July 2012. This group included a Parish Councillor along with various 
members of the local community. The Conservation Officer talked to each in 
some depth about a number of issues, including: 

 

 The historical development of Blyth;  

 The implications of living within a Conservation Area; 

 The purpose of the appraisal and consultation; 

 The detail of the management proposals. 
 
4.14 In addition to the above, a number of specific issues were raised at the public 

meeting, including: 
 

 Overall, positive support for the appraisal and management proposals; 

 Strong support for much of the current boundary, with several residents 
suggesting extensions to include the former Blyth Park, the former lake, 
Sheffield Road, Blyth New Bridge, the former Blyth Hall Stables, the two 
lodges, the wall and verge alongside Bawtry Road, the former ‘Quaker 
House’ and the former Kitchen Garden; 

 Need to reduce highway clutter and improve street furniture; 

 Need for changes to on-street parking regulations; 

 Changes required to the speed limit along High Street/Bawtry Road; 

 Objection to any further development to the rear of Park Farm; 

 The need to separate photograph montages within the appraisal 
document. 
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Other comments 
 
4.15 The Council received several telephone calls regarding the appraisal. On the 

whole, these were positive about the content of the document. Several 
suggestions were also made regarding possible Conservation Area extensions 
over the former Blyth Hall and park. 

 
 

5.  Officer responses 

 
5.1 The response from the Conservation Team to issues raised in the previous 

section is outlined below. Where we concur with specific suggestions made by 
consultees, appropriate amendments have been made to the final appraisal 
document. Where necessary, furthermore, individual replies or telephone calls 
have been made to consultees. 

 
 

Questionnaire 
 
5.2 The officer responses to the questionnaire are summarised in this section.  
 
5.3 Question 1 - Character: The first question asked consultees to confirm which, if 

any, of the character elements listed were most important to them with respect 
to the Blyth Conservation Area. All the respondents agreed with the character 
elements provided in the questionnaire. Given that no further suggestions were 
made, it is considered that the character appraisal is sufficiently detailed and no 
major changes are required, other than those related to the Conservation Area 
boundary change. 

 
5.4 With specific regard to trees, this is discussed in the ‘Other consultation 

responses’ section of this report (paragraph 5.13). 
 

5.5 Question 2 – Issues: All respondents were in agreement with the issues put 
forward in the questionnaire. Of particular concern was the impact of modern 
development on the character and appearance of the Conservation Area. This 
has been specifically referred to in the management plan, where examples of 
such changes have been identified and the steps required to rectify the 
problems are suggested. It is likely that any future grant scheme would seek to 
target the problem sites identified in the management plan. A proactive 
approach such as an Article 4 Direction (in conjunction with appropriate 
enforcement action being taken where necessary), may also help to halt (and 
eventually reverse) these detrimental changes. 

 
5.6 Highway issues such as signage, traffic congestion, traffic speeds and parking 

were also raised. The public responses on these issues have been forwarded 
to Nottinghamshire County Council’s Highways Liaison team. The County 
Council’s response to this will be forwarded to the Parish Council and also to 
those residents who suggested highway-related changes. Please contact the 
conservation team for an update on this issue. 

 
5.7 Question 3 – Management: All management techniques received the strongest 

level of support from respondents. The Conservation Team are encouraged by 
this support and where necessary, will continue to pursue the management 
techniques outlined. 
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5.8 Question 4 – Improvements: With regard to the suggestions to improve street 
furniture (including lighting), this is one of the key aims within the management 
plan and therefore, any appropriate proposal should receive the Conservation 
Team’s support.  

 
5.9 With regard to the 1970s housing on High Street, the management plan again 

encourages high quality and appropriate new development within the 
Conservation Area. Should this site come forward for redevelopment, the 
relevant policies local and national planning policies, together with the aims of 
the management plan, should be adhered to throughout the planning process. 

 
5.10 Question 5 – Extension areas: Strong support was received for extensions to 

the previous boundary to include the former parkland to Blyth Hall, its former 
stables, its former kitchen garden walls, the boundary wall off Bawtry Road and 
the former ‘Quakers House’ off Sheffield Road. These are also areas of Blyth 
which the Conservation Area feel strongly about and has led to changes being 
approved to the Conservation Area boundary in September 2012. The appraisal 
final version of the appraisal was also amended to reflect the new boundary. 

 
 

Other consultation responses 
 

5.11 The Council welcomes the additional letters and telephone calls received 
regarding the appraisal. In particular, comments from the three local historical 
societies (Worksop, Retford and Priories) on timber-framed buildings, the 
historic of the church site, the background to the relationship between Blyth and 
Tickhill the history of the leper hospital have all been welcomed. Much of this 
information has been used in the final version of the appraisal. The Thoroton 
Society also provided information on the medieval history of the area, which 
has informed changes to the appraisal. 
 

5.12 Throughout the consultation process, several organisations (including the 
Royal Museums Greenwich, Cambridge University Library, The Royal 
Society, The Royal Astronomical Society, The Southwell Diocese and in 
Canada, The Hudson Bay Company, The State of Manitoba and The Royal 
Astronomical Society of Canada) have provided information on the life of 
Joseph Dymond, the notable astronomer who is buried within Blyth churchyard 
alongside his grade II listed memorial. The appraisal has been amended in line 
with this information. In addition, the church and Parish Council have also been 
passed the information in order help them manage the memorial. Please 
contact the Southwell Diocese or Blyth Parish Council for updates on this site. 
Finally, support is provided within the appraisal for improvements to the 
memorial, along with appropriate schemes which tell the story of Joseph 
Dymond’s life (notice boards, plaques, etc)3. 

 
5.13 Trees are an important part of our historic environments, contributing and 

enhancing the significance of those heritage assets. Partly on the basis of the 
draft appraisal, but also at the request of the Conservation Team, the Council’s 
Tree Officer has re-surveyed the trees within and around Blyth. As a result of 
this survey, it is intended to create a number of new Tree Preservation Orders 
(TPOs) within and around the village, with other existing TPOs being amended. 
The landscape features map within the appraisal shows all of the TPOs within 

                                                
3
 This would not, of course, preclude the need for appropriate permissions/consents being 

obtains for any such works. 
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and around Blyth as of November 2012. However, please contact the Council’s 
Tree Officer as TPOs may be added/removed at any time in response to 
development approvals, environmental conditions of the health of individual 
trees.  
 
 
Public meeting 

 
5.14 The Conservation Team would like to thank the members of the public who 

attended the meeting on the 26th July 2012. The Council is pleased with the 
level of support expressed and positive comments made, but also recognise the 
issues and challenges raised by the management proposals. Particularly 
positive were the comments received regarding the amount of consultation, 
which will help to inform future consultation events undertaken by the 
Conservation Team and wider Council. 

 
5.15 In response to the comments on Conservation Area extensions/future 

designations, the boundary has been amended to reflect the extensive research 
undertaken by the Conservation Team, in addition to the overwhelmingly 
positive comments received during the public meeting on the affected areas. 
Individual comments included: 
 

 Overall, positive support for the appraisal and management proposals: 
o The Conservation Team are encouraged by this and will 

continue to use the appraisal process across the district in 
order to better manage the historic environment; 

 Strong support for extensions to the current boundary to include the 
former Blyth Park, the former lake (now an impressive earthwork), 
Sheffield Road, Blyth New Bridge, the former Blyth Hall Stables, the 
two lodges, the boundary wall and verge alongside Bawtry Road, the 
former ‘Quaker House’ and the former Kitchen Garden: 

o As stated in paragraph 5.10, many of the suggested areas 
have now been included in the Conservation Area boundary, 
approved in September 2012. These new areas are included 
within the new boundary for their architectural and/or their 
historic interest and includes buildings, structures, landscapes 
and landscape features, all significant in their own right and 
also important contributors to the setting of Blyth’s most 
significant heritage assets; 

 Need to reduce highway clutter and improve street furniture: 
o This has been forwarded to the County Council’s highways 

team who will respond to local residents (and the Parish 
Council) separately. However, this is one of the aims of the 
Appraisal management plan so will be used by both the District 
and County Council’s Conservation Teams in advising on 
highway-related changes; 

 Need for changes to on-street parking regulations, speed limits, 
crossing points and other traffic calming measures: 

o Again this has been forward to the County Council’s Highways 
Team; 

 Objection to any further development to the rear of Park Farm: 
o This is not one of the sites being looked at in the Council’s 

housing land allocation process, is outside of the Blyth 
development boundary and is also in the setting of the listed 
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building and Conservation Area. The principle of development 
is therefore unlikely for that site at this time4; 

 The need to separate photograph montages within the appraisal 
document. 

o The appraisal has been amended to reflect this view, individual 
images divided within the montages. 

 
 
Other Comments 
 
5.16 The telephone calls received regarding possibly Conservation Area boundary 

changes were taken into account and helped inform the new boundary, 
approved by the Council in October 2012. 

 
 

6. Conclusion 
 
6.1  It is considered that the consultation strategy objectives have been met.  
 
6.2 The appraisal document has been edited and amended in line with consultation 

outcomes as discussed above and will be put forward for Council approval on 
the 7th November 2012. 

 
6.3 The next review of Blyth Conservation Area should take place in five years 

(November 2017).   

                                                
4
 This view is taken at officer level only and does not prejudice any decision taken at a later 

date by the Council. For further information/updates on housing allocations, please contact 
the District Council’s Planning Policy & Conservation Team. 
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APPENDIX A: Example site notice 
 

 
 
Please note: The above map shows the previous Conservation Area boundary. 
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APPENDIX B: Map showing site notice locations 
 

 
 

Please note: The above map shows the previous Conservation Area boundary. 
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APPENDIX C: Example questionnaire 
 

 
  Please note: The above map shows the previous Conservation Area boundary. 
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 18 

 
 
  Please note: The above map shows the previous Conservation Area boundary. 
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  Please note: The above map shows the previous Conservation Area boundary. 
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APPENDIX D: Consultation flyer 
 

 
  
  Please note: The above map shows the previous Conservation Area boundary. 

 



 

 22 

APPENDIX E: Worksop Guardian advertisement for 
Draft Appraisal consultation (13

th
 July 2012 issue) 
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APPENDIX F: Worksop Guardian advertisement for 
new Conservation Area boundary designation (2

nd
 

November 2012 issue) 
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APPENDIX G: London Gazette advertisement (6
th
 

November 2012) 
 

 


