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Introduction

During the application consultees raised concerns 
about the impact of the proposed solar farm on views 
from West Drayton Avenue, which is a Public Right of 
Way and a historic approach to Clumber Park. As a 
result, the applicant has modified the layout to pull 
panels away from the avenue. The new layout 
proposes planting a line of horse chestnut trees along 
the line of the avenue just outside an existing line of 
avenue trees. The existing trees will be retained but 
are in decline and the new planting will ensure that 
this feature continues into the future. As a further 
benefit it is proposed to reinstate the line of an 
avenue that extended east from Cumber Park 's 
Normanton Gate. Continuity from Normanton Gate 
was lost when the Clumber Park Hotel was built 
opposite it, but there is a historical benefit in 
reinstating this feature east of the hotel.

The solar panels will now start to the north of the 
Normanton Gate line and the intervening land down to 
West Drayton Avenue will remain arable farmland. 
The avenue trees and hedge, combined with the set 
back of the panels, will reduce their visibility from 
West Drayton Avenue. The photomontage presented 
in this document, based on a winter view, illustrates 
the change in view. Views from the avenue in summer 
are significantly restricted when the trees and 
understorey are in leaf.
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Extract from the revised layout showing the proposed landscaping and location of the photomontage viewpoint
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View Location Visualisation Type

VP 1 View from rural public footpath NT/Elkesley/FP6 looking northeast Type 3, AVR 3 (rendered)
Scale 1 : 10,000 @ A3
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